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25. Coalition Government^ 1916-192l
Prime Minister: Mr Lloyd George.

Late in 1916, the lack of military success led to a growing public feeling
against the Coalition Government, and especially against the Prime Minister.
Mr Lloyd George, within the Government, urged the formation of an effec-
tive War Committee, of which the Prime Minister should not be a member,
to take day-to-day decisions on the conduct of the war. Mr Bonar Law was
gradually brought to the same conclusion. The Prime Minister, however,
insisted that he should be chairman. Apart from Bonar Law, the Unionist
members of the Government were against Lloyd George; and they requested
Mr Asquith to resign, in the belief, apparently, that Mr Lloyd George would
be asked to form a Government and would then find himself without support.
Mr Bonar Law omitted to show the document to the Prime Minister, who
understood that the Unionists were supporting Mr Lloyd George against
him. After some communication with Mr Lloyd George, Mr Asquith
received the King's commission to form a new Government. Mr Bonar Law
refused to serve in a new Government if the "War Committee (without
Asquith) was not set up, and Mr Lloyd George resigned. Mr Asquith then
resigned and advised the King to send for Mr Bonar Law. Mr Bonar Law
found that Mr Asquith would not serve under him or under Mr Balfour,
a refusal which he maintained at a conference between the King and the party
leaders. He then advised the King to send for Mr Lloyd George, who was
able to form a Government without Mr Asquith. The effective conduct of
the war now passed to a War Cabinet of five members, which continued,
with changes of personnel, in 1919. At the 'Khaki* election of 1918, the first
since 1911, its opponents were overwhelmed. The ordinary Cabinet system
was restored in 1919, and the Coalition continued until 1921.
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